
Journal Entry for Tuesday, 31 October 1820 
Examine an image of the actual journal entry and map drawing found here 
https://mainestatemuseum.org/treat-journal/and then find marker #11/Overland Route to 
Houlton and click on “View Treat’s Journal Entry for This Site” before continuing with this 
activity.  

Now let’s analyze the text: 

Holton [Houlton] plantation is situated on a fine ridge of hard wood land 12 miles west from the 
mouth of Maduxeneekeek River – there are 16 families settled here – the settlement was 
commenced 15 or 20 years ago by Mr. J. Holton [Houlton], and by his extraordinary 
perseverance, overcoming many difficulties incident to the wilderness, such as having no roads, 
mills or any of the conveniences, but few of the comforts of life – but under all these difficulties 
the settlement has increased and is now in a prosperous situation – they keep good stocks of 
cattle – raise good wheat, rye, barley, oats, peas, beans, and potatoes, and in good season, like 
the present plenty of Indian corn. – 

The principal inhabitants here are Messrs. J. Holton [Houlton], S. Cook, A Putnam, James Holton 
[Houlton]  – all of whom are industrious active men – they still suffer many privations such as 
having no communication with the States by any other way than by water and passing many 
Portages – for the benefit of the State, as well as these people a Road from the Penobscot 
should be opened by the way of Madawamkeag – which would pass through a great tract of 
good land belonging to the State – which road should be continued to the Arroostick thence to 
Madawaska. – 

There are five families in Limerick Grant and in this and Holton [Houlton] together there are 140 
souls. – 

There is a large tract of good land running from the Madawamkeag to Madawaska West of the 
Boundary Line particularly about Mars Hill. – 

While at Houlton, I got the following information from Messrs Cook, Holton [Houlton], &c. viz. – 
the land after going 30 to 40 miles up the Arroostick is excellent – wide intervals – fine ridges 
back – and immense quantity of pine timber – and thence 40 miles to the source and there are 
several branches on which are good land and pine timber particularly Machais. – 

Note on Grammar and Vocabulary: 
Messrs - plural of Mr. used before the names of two or more men 
Plantation - a settlement in a new country or region 
Perseverance - continued effort to do or achieve something despite difficulties 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmainestatemuseum.org%2Ftreat-journal%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJoanna.Torow%40maine.gov%7Ca55821c213e046d136d908d7d0f87440%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637207637823648690&sdata=ueyk5YhKeu%2FBaijbSvz9tj9jMD6t0B2z2nSZhekH0ZY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmainestatemuseum.org%2Ftreat-journal%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJoanna.Torow%40maine.gov%7Ca55821c213e046d136d908d7d0f87440%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637207637823648690&sdata=ueyk5YhKeu%2FBaijbSvz9tj9jMD6t0B2z2nSZhekH0ZY%3D&reserved=0


Note on Grammar and Vocabulary continued: 
Conveniences -  anything that adds to one's comfort or saves work 
Prosperous - experiencing growth and success 
Portage is a place where a boat must be carried, especially over land between two areas of 
water because the water is too low or the passage to rough to navigate.  
Industrious - someone who is hardworking
Privations - a lack of the basic things that are necessary for a good standard of living 
Intervals - a space or a period of time between things 

Treat’s Observations: 
Treat, Neptune, and Holyoke visit Holton, Maine. Treat is impressed by the early settlement. 
What are three difficulties the early settlers faced? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Why does Treat think building a road would benefit the State of Maine and the people of 
Holton? 

Treat makes lots of notes about timber resources in the area. Remember, one of his primary 
goals is to survey the area for trees that are suitable for logging. What does Treat say about the 
quantity and quality of the timber in this journal entry?  

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/add
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/add
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/save
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/save


Now let’s analyze the map drawing: 
Examine an image of the actual journal entry and map drawing found here 
https://mainestatemuseum.org/treat-journal/and then find marker #11/Overland Route to 
Houlton and click on “View Treat’s Journal Entry for This Site” before continuing with this 
activity.  

Treat noted that there are 140 “souls” or people living in the Holton area.  On his map drawing, 
he drew the location of houses along the river.  How many homes did Treat note on this map?  
Look for this symbol  

Your Thoughts: 

Are you surpised that Treat visited early Maine towns and cities that still exist today? Imagine 
what life in Holton Maine was like in 1820. Create a journal entry describing the experience of 
early settlers.  It must have been rare to have visitors in this remote settlement, describe 
their reaction to Treat, Neptune, and Holyoke.  

Do you have any questions or observations about this journal entry and/or map drawing? 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmainestatemuseum.org%2Ftreat-journal%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJoanna.Torow%40maine.gov%7Ca55821c213e046d136d908d7d0f87440%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637207637823648690&sdata=ueyk5YhKeu%2FBaijbSvz9tj9jMD6t0B2z2nSZhekH0ZY%3D&reserved=0
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