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By Order of the Honourable the Lieutenant 
Governour, with the Advice of the Council,                   
J. Willard, Secr.  

 

By the HONOURABLE  

SPENCER PHIPS , Esq; 

Lieutenant-Governor and Commander in Chief for the time being of His Majesty’s Province of the 
Massachusetts-Bay in New-England. 

A PROCLAMATION for Encouragement to Voluntiers to prosecute the WAR against the Indian Enemy. 

WHEREAS the Indians of the Penobscot and Norridgewack Tribes, and other Eastern Indians, as also the 
Indians inhabiting the French Territories, and Parts adjacent thereto, have by their Violation of their 
solemn Treaties, and by open Hostilities committed against His Majesty’s Subjects of this Province, oblig’d 
Me, with the Advice of His Majesty’s Council, to declare War against them;  

           And whereas the General Assembly in their late Session, have Voted “For the Encouragement of any 
Company, Party, or Person singly, of His Majesty’s Subjects belonging to and residing within this Province, 
who shall voluntarily, and at their own proper Cost and Charge, go out and kill a Male Indian of the Age of 
twelve Years or upwards of such Eastern Indians, or such others as may be found with them at any Time 
so long as the War may continue, and produce the Scalp in Evidence of his Death, the Sum of One 
hundred Pounds, in Bills of Credit on this Province of the new Tenor; and the Sum of One hundred and five 
Pounds in said Bills for any Male of like Age who shall be taken Captive and deliver’d to the Order of the 
Captain General, to be at the Disposal and for the Use of the Government; and the Sum of Fifty Pounds in 
said Bills for each Woman, and the like Sum for Children under the Age of twelve Years kill’d in Fight, and 
Fifty five Pounds in said Bills for such when taken Prisoners, and the Plunder; And to such Person or 
Persons of this Province as aforesaid, for whom the Province shall provide Ammunition and Provisions, 
vis. Provisions from the Day they go forth until their Return, to be paid in said Bills for each Male about 
the Age of twelve Years, kill’d, and Scalp produc’d, the Sum of Seventy five Pounds, and Captives Seventy 
eight Pounds fifteen Shillings; and for a Female and Others as aforesaid, kill’d and Scalp produc’d, Thirty 
five Pounds ten Shillings, and Captives Thirty nine Pounds five Shillings; And to the Inhabitants of this 
Province, and such Soldiers as may be employed by the Province, who shall issue out upon any Party or 
Parties of Indians, for each Male above twelve Years, kill’d and Scalp produc’d as aforesaid, Thirty Pounds, 
and for a Captive Thirty three Pounds like Bills, for a Female and Others kill’d, and Scalp produc’d, Fifteen 
Pounds, and Captives of the like Sort Sixteen Pounds ten Shillings, And that the [ink smear] premium be 
given for any Indian kill’d, and Scalp produc’d, as aforesaid, or Captive taken, who shall be found arm’d 
(unless call’d in to our Aid) easterly of a Line drawn from the Massachusetts Block-House near Hoosuck 
over to Crown-Point , viz. between such a Line and the eastern Frontiers of this Province and New-
Hampshire. Provided no Payment be made as aforesaid for killing and captivating any Indian as aforesaid, 
until Proof be made to the Acceptance of the Governour and Council. 

I have therefore thought fit, with the Advice of His Majesty’s Council, to issue this Proclamation, for 
giving publick Notice of the Encouragement granted by the General Court to all Persons who may be 
disposed to serve their King and Country against the Indians aforesaid; as also to inform all Persons 
concerned, That the several premiums which were granted for a certain Term (now expired) for the 
killing and captivating the Indians of the St. Johns and Cape-Sables Tribes are now granted anew by the 
General Court for one Year, or such Term of Time as the War shall continue with the said Indians.  

Given at the Council Chamber in Boston, the Twenty-third Day of August, 1745. In the Nineteenth Year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord GEORGE the Second, by the Grace of GOD of Great-Britain, France and Ireland, KING, Defender of the Faith, &c. 

S. Phips.  

GOD save the KING 

Boston: Printed by John Draper, Printer to His Excellency the GOVERNOUR and COUNCIL. 
 This is a typed version of 

the original document.   
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To the whole Legislature of the State of Maine 

We the undersigned Chiefs & others of the Penobscot Tribe of Indians, ask you to hear us in this our 
petition, in which we mean to speak nothing but truth and first we would say that in the days of our fore 
Fathers the great plenty of fish which yearly came into the waters of our Penobscot River was one of the 
greatest sources by which they attained their living and has so continued within the remembrance of 
many of us who are now living, which plenty we always considered as sent us by the Great God who 
provides means for all his Children. 

But when our white brethren came amongst us they settled on our lands at & near the tide waters of our 
river and there was plenty of fish for us all but within a few years our brethren the white men who live 
near the tide waters of our river have every year built so many weares [weirs] that they have caught and 
killed so many of the fish that there is hardly any comes up the River where we live so that we cannot 
catch enough for the use of our families even in the season of the year when fish used to be most plenty. 

We have asked the general Court at Boston to make laws to stop the white people from building weares 
and they have made Laws but they have done us no good for the fish grow more scarce every year.  
Besides the weares there are a great many long nets.  We can only use verry small nets and spears.  Now 
we ask you to make a Law to stop the white folks from building any more weares forever so that fish may 
again become plenty and also stop the white people from using any [?] above Kenduskeag on the main 
river  

And we ask you to make this Law so as to stop the white people & Indians from catching fish more than 
two days in the week in the season of salmon, shad, and alewives at least for five years.  We think that fish 
will then be plenty again. 

We are your Brothers 

John (his X mark) Neptune 
Lewey (his X mark) 

Peal (his X mark) Moley 
Joseph (his X mark) 

Solomon (his X mark) 
 
 

House of Representatives 
Jan’y 26, 1821 

Read and committed to the joint standing  
committee on Interior Fisheries. 

Sent up for concurrence 
Benj. Ames, Sec’y 

Petition of John Neptune & all praying a law 
may be passed to prevent destruction of fish 

In Senate Jan’y 24, 1821 

Read & concurred 

W[illiam] Williamson 

Pres. 

 

 This is a typed version of 
the original document.   
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Penobscot Lieutenant Governor John Neptune  
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